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Metropolitan Coroner's Office

Coroner Investigator's Report

Investigator:
Hal Goodwin
Narrative:

I was called to the scene of death at 211 Mockingbird Lane about 0100 hours on the day of the incident.  Initial reports indicated a middle-aged female with a gunshot wound to the chest.  The decedent's husband, Mark Lawson, was the only other person present at the time of the shooting.

On my arrival, I was met by Officer James Crandall who briefed me of the scene findings so far.  The decedent was found to have a gunshot wound to her chest, as witnessed by her husband.  They had been drinking alcohol and possibly smoking marijuana a little this evening. The husband claims the decedent shot herself with his gun, but he doesn't remember much about the actual shooting incident.  He then called 911 and paramedics arrived.  Mrs. Lawson was pronounced dead at the scene by myself, at 0110 hours.
My examination of the scene is consistent with that of Officer Crandall.  The decedent is lying on the bedroom floor with a gun at her feet.  There is an apparent gunshot defect on her chest.  The bedroom is in a state of disarray with some broken items (fan, remote controls) strewn about.

Next to the decedent's foot is a large caliber revolver.  The gun is beneath a fan piece on the floor.  There is a small blood smear on the floor on the decedent's left.

I asked the husband if Mrs. Lawson had threatened suicide before, and he said she tried to overdose on pills in the past.  He claims she was always talking about "ending it," especially when she drank alcohol.
Examination of the scene showed nothing that I wouldn’t expect to see at the seen of a possible suicide or homicide.  
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