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Police Investigation Report
Officer: James Crandall
Case:  XXX-908 Investigating Officer

On the day of the incident I, Officer James Crandall, arrived at the scene about 0003 hours in response to a 911 call.

Mr. Mark Lawson, husband of Linda Lawson, was sitting on the ground in the bedroom, next to his wife.  A gun was at her feet.    She was lying on her back, with her knee bent up, and arms out at sides.  At this time I checked for signs of life but didn't find any.  So I proceeded to secure the scene and call for backup.  I sequestered Mr. Lawson in the guest bedroom of the house.  When other officers arrived at 0011 they proceeded to examine the scene for any evidence.  The crime scene investigator then arrived at 0021 to assist.
Mr. Lawson was covered with blood on the front of his shirt.  He said they had been in an argument, and she shot herself in the chest with his gun. The gun was a .44 caliber Smith & Wesson Large Frame Model 629. He can’t remember if he saw her do it or not, but he does remember hearing the gunshot when it occurred.

I asked him if he did CPR, and he couldn’t remember. 
He said the gun was kept in his nightstand drawer, and was always loaded.  He also said they had been drinking alcohol that evening after going to dinner.  They argue a lot about things at the house he said, but it never gets physical.

Mr. Lawson seemed aloof at the time of the interview and appeared to be slightly intoxicated.  He refused a breath alcohol test but would go to the hospital with us to get a blood test.  
Homicide detective Hal Goodwin arrived at 0035, with Coroner's officers coming at about 0105.  
ADDENDUM:

A rapid GSR test was done at the scene.  Mr. Lawson's right hand was positive on the back surface and thumb.  The right palm and entire left hand were negative.  Mrs. Lawson's hands were both negative.  
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