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Firearms Examiner Report

Examiner:
Dr. Paul Roman





Case Number:  XXX-908

Examination of the sweater by naked eye and magnifying glass shows scattered gunpowder particles up to 3 inches away from the edge of the defect.  The fabric around the defect also has a slight gray discoloration but no gunpowder soot is evident.

Modified Griess Test Result: A few nitrite particles on the clothing (sample taken from the victim) transfer an orange coloration to the paper.
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Sodium Rhodizonate Test:  Negative for lead particles.

Summary: The testing results are equivocal for gunpowder particles on the sweater.  No lead particles are seen.

Distance Determination tests:

Test fire patterns were made by firing a .44 Magnum (of the same make and model as used in the Lawson case) from several distances including contact range, 1 inch, 4 inches, 10 inches, 14 inches, and 24 inches. The resulting patterns were then processed to obtain the Modified Griess Test results. The photographs below show the Greiss Test results for the five test fire patterns.

Contact Range
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1 inch
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4 inches
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10 inches
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14 inches
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24 inches
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