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MEMO

From the Desk of K.C. Hammond

Subject:  Example questions for cross examination in Lawson Case  

Here are the kinds of questions I think you should be preparing for in the Lawson Case. These examples demonstrate potential lines of initial questioning that could be explored during the cross examination of the expert witness - - specifically related to Mark Lawson’s statement to the police.  As an expert witness, you could expect similar lines of questioning to be explored with regards to your prepared testimony and theories about the case.  

Note that the opening questions, like those listed below, are typically followed by more probing questions that challenge the validity of the witness’ claims.

Questions about Mark Lawson’s Statement 

· In the course of your investigation did you find a history of domestic violence between the Lawsons? 

· Does a history of domestic violence lead you to believe that Mark Lawson murdered his wife?

· Would a history of domestic violence lead you to believe that Linda Lawson committed suicide?

· Were the Lawsons under the influence of drugs and alcohol when Linda Lawson was shot? 

· How intoxicated was Linda? What role did Linda’s drug or alcohol intoxication played in her death? Why?

· How intoxicated was Mark? Did Mark’s intoxication make him more likely to commit homicide? Why?

· In his statement, Mark Lawson claimed that he didn’t remember hearing the gunshot, but he told the police investigator that he had, in fact, heard the gunshot. How would you explain the inconsistency? 

· Mark Lawson claims that he doesn’t remember what happened when Linda was shot. Do you believe him? Why?
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