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From the Desk of Dr. Chris Lang, M.D.
Subject: Voicemail from James Herren
Having heard Mr. Herren’s voicemail, I thought I would pass along a few additional thoughts I had about some relevant issues.  .
Brain death
Mr. Herren has asked whether his son is “brain dead.”  There is a lot of confusion around this term, so it’s important that you clarify its meaning.  In particular, explain how brain death is different from clinical death.  You should also talk about whether someone who is brain dead can still be alive/breathing; that is something the family will likely be thinking about, too.

Organ donation
Nick had previously indicated a willingness to donate organs.  If a patient dies, there is a small window of opportunity during which the family can donate organs.  It’s important to explain the donation process, the critical decisions that the family should be considering, and the appropriate timing for making those decisions.  

In particular, there are different types of donations that can be made, including organ and tissue.  Explain to Mr. Herren how the requirements and timing considerations differ for these kinds of donations and why there are differences.  
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