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PART I. Clinical Findings & Risk Factors

Use the Clinical Findings & Risk Factors Table below to record and organize your notes as you review materials related to the decedent’s history and to guide and record your preliminary research on the possible diagnoses.  In the left column, list the decedent’s clinical findings and risk factors (that you think could be relevant to the cause of death).  Note that clinical findings include signs, symptoms and test results. “Signs” are things you can see. “Symptoms” are physical complaints the decedent experienced prior to death. “Test results” are findings from medical tests done prior to death (e.g., blood pressure) or after death (e.g., toxicology report).  A risk factor is something that increases your chance of getting a disease or condition. 
Use the right column to capture your thoughts and notes about each clinical finding and risk factor.  You may want to do some research on clinical findings and risk factors to identify their potential impact on the body and/or the diagnoses to which they could lead. (For example, if the decedent was significantly overweight, your research would reveal that this clinical finding could put him at increased risk of a heart attack.  So, you could note “severely overweight” in the left column and “increased risk of heart attack” in the right column of the table below.)



	Clinical Findings & Risk Factors for Decedent 



	Signs, symptoms, test results and/or risk factors
	Thoughts / Comments



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The number of rows does not indicate the number of signs, symptoms, or risk factors in your decedent. You may need to add or subtract rows for your particular case. You can do this as follows: 

· Select a row within the table.

· In MS Word, click on “Table” in the top menu.

· Choose “Insert” >> “Row Above” or “Row Below.”
PART II.  Research on Diagnoses   

Use the table below to record your research for each diagnosis included in your differential.  Then, align your differential to the particular clinical findings and risk factors of the decedent in this case.

Note the purpose of each column in the table:

· Possible Cause (Diagnosis): Record your differential diagnosis.  

· Research Notes about the Diagnosis: Record your general findings about each diagnosis including the definition of the diagnosis and the clinical findings and risk factors that are associated with the diagnosis (e.g., what to look for when making this diagnosis).

· Decedent’s Relevant Clinical Findings and Risk Factors: Match the decedent’s clinical findings & risk factors (copy from the table in Part I above) to the appropriate cause/diagnosis.   
	Diagnostic Research Table



	Possible Cause (Diagnosis)
	Research Notes about the Diagnosis
	Decedent’s Relevant Clinical Findings & Risk Factors

	Heart-related



	Congenital heart disease
	
	

	Drug use
	
	

	Heart arrhythmia
	
	

	Heart attack due to atherosclerosis  
	
	

	Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy
	
	

	Myocarditis
	
	

	Brain-related

	 Aneurysm


	
	

	Arteriovenous Malformation (AVM)


	
	

	Drug use
	
	

	Head trauma


	
	

	Stroke


	
	

	Tumor


	
	

	Lung-related

	Pulmonary embolism (blood clot in lung)
	
	


�We've never put in notes to mentors in documents.  I think this is a note that has to be captured in another document.
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