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Improvement Template – How can we improve worms to help them benefit the soil even more than they do now? 
Use this template to write and organize your ideas on how earthworms could be changed to increase their benefits to the soil. Note: As in the research template, the same benefit to the soil may be accomplished by several different functions and by different body parts.  If there is more than one body part that you could change to provide the same or similar benefit to the soil, please use a whole new row for that body part.  Each different change to the earthworm’s body counts as a separate idea, even if the benefit, in the first column, is repeated. (See the examples, below.) 
	Look at what you know the earthworm already does to help make the soil more fertile. How could the earthworm do those things better, to help even more?
	What activity (function) would earthworms need to perform to provide these benefits?
	What body part would you change to enable them to perform these activities?
	How would you change these body parts to enable them to perform these activities?

	They could aerate the soil more effectively, by drilling bigger (wider) holes.
	One activity would be to drill bigger holes as they move through the soil.
	Change the thickness (diameter) of the segments.
	I would make the segments larger and thicker than they currently are, so that they would create larger tunnels.

	They could aerate the soil more effectively, by drilling more holes.
	They would move faster, making long holes more quickly.
	Change the muscles.
	I would make the muscles thicker and stronger, so that the earthworms would move around faster, thereby drilling more holes.


Feel free to add rows to the table as needed. To do this, just put your cursor to the right of the last cell in the row, and then press Enter.
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	What body part would you change to enable them to perform these activities?
	How would you change these body parts to enable them to perform these activities?
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