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Rank Template

Instructions:  Use the table to guide your ranking of each item you might recommend.  For each item, describe its benefits and risks and then assign numeric ratings to those descriptions.  To arrive at a final rating, take the difference between the benefit rating and the risk rating; the bigger the difference, the higher the rating will be, suggesting that the item has many benefits with minimal risks.  

For items with equal final ratings, consider the specific benefits and risks involved to decide which item would be more preferable.

For your numeric benefit and risk ratings, you may choose any numeric scale you feel is appropriate, though a scale of 1-5 for benefits (with 5 being the greatest benefit) and 1-5 for risks (with 5 being the most severe risk) is suggested.

	Proposed Change

	Benefits
	Benefit Rating (1-5)
	Risks
	Risk Rating (1-5)
	Final Rating (Benefit Rating minus Risk Rating)

	
	e.g. summarize specific soil benefits and how great the benefits will be
	e.g. 4
	e.g. summarize threats to the earthworm’s viability and how likely they are
	e.g. 2
	e.g. 4 – 2 = 2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


